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United Nations climate conferences

The size of national delegations
and the need for attendance
regulation at climate conferences

With the growing significance of the United Nations climate
conferences the number of attendees has grown considerably
over the last years. But more participants do not necessarily
ensure better decisions. And sometimes attending a United
Nations climate conference is only a way to raise the profile of

the attendee.

By Syed Mahbubur Rahman and Mokbul Morshed Ahmad

E very year the Conference of the Par-
ties (COP) of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) brings together
thousands of delegates from across the
globe under one roof to discuss about
global warming and climate change. To
limit the attendance to these “Environ-
mental Mega Conferences” (Seyfang
2003), the organizer since 2010 has re-
stricted the observer organizations to
nominate representatives.

However, despite this regulation the
number of attendees has grown consi-
derably (Schroeder/Lovell 2012). While
the increase in participants demonst-
rates the growing significance of COPs
among the scholars and policy makers,
it should also be acknowledged that
more participants do not necessarily en-
sure better decisions are efficiently made
(Neeff 2013). Smart and timely decisions
at COP would require a methodical com-
position of participants by giving prefe-
rence to those with relevant knowledge
and concern about climate change and
sustainable development.

Though the purpose of the COPs
might be to seek solutions to the issues
of climate change, for some people and
institutions, attending COPs is merely
a way to raise their own profiles rather
than to contribute their knowledge and
expertise to addressing the issues (Schro-
eder/Lovell 2012).
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Selecting the national
delegation

Countries may differ in selecting
the national delegation teams. Coun-
tries have varied and incompatible pri-
orities that lead them to send certain
types of professionals (Schroeder et al.
2012). For an instance, Brazil sends more
from business associations, while Rus-
sia prefers to send more academics and
researchers. The G8 countries have in-
creased the number of delegates they
send; in contrast, participation from
small, developing countries has been in
decline (Schroeder et al. 2012). Despite
this trend, participants from few devel-
oping countries, for an instance Bangla-
desh, from 1995 to 2013 greatly increased,
especially in COP15 and COP17. It has
already been admitted that many of the
climate vulnerable countries lack suffi-
cient capacity to deal with actions against
climate change. Does the gigantic size
of national delegation from developing
countries enhance capacity to deal with
climate change?

Though some countries have success-
fully formulated climate change policies,
initiated actions and ensured involve-
ment of non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) and civil societies, partic-
ipation in COPs is not just problematic
because of its limited or excess numbers
but because of the infrequency or abun-

dance of attendance. It is not surprising
to observe the same group of experts or
same organizations repeatedly attending
various sessions of COP.

Selection of individuals
based on political
considerations

Involvement of development organi-
zations in the adaptation process is inevi-
table and it ranges from mere support for
data collection aimed at research to hard-
core action research. NGOs, along with
the local individuals and organizations
act as the pro-active agents who iden-
tify and immediately respond to the ef-
fects of climate change (Amaru/Chhetri
2013). Because of this, development or-
ganizations should get practical priority
for greater learning and networking op-
portunities. For some countries, the pro-
portion of experts from academia and
research institutions as well as govern-
ment officials have been declining and
the proportion of political leaders (i. e.
Member of the Parliament) has been in-
creasing. In some cases, political leaders
form around 20% of the national dele-
gation. The official list of participants for
various sessions shows some names of
the delegates without any information
on the affiliations. This phenomenon
delivers, at least partly, the proof of in-
competent selection of individuals based
on political consideration or nepotism
rather than adequacy for the agenda of
the conferences.

Transparent selection
of delegates

These trends raise a few concerns.
Firstly, how far is it justified for those de-
veloping countries to constantly increase
the number of delegates they send to
COPs? Secondly, how the selection au-
thorities’ actions could be made more
transparent and free of bureaucratic bi-
asness? If participation does not provide
constructive outcomes while consumes
a lot of public fund, from own or from
donors, the inclusion of ‘inappropriate’
political personalities needs to be con-
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trolled to provide rooms for ‘more suit-
able’ experts from other sectors.

It is argued that the lack of capacity,
resulted from lack of affordability and
expertise, hinders poor countries’ ne-
gotiation power and subsequently re-
duces effectiveness of their participation
(Schroeder et al. 2012). Despite many
other pressing problems, few developing
countries send big group of delegates, of-
ten supported by the donors, to attend
meetings in different countries. Hence,
the level of negotiation and effective-
ness of participation as a feedback from
attendance in COPs needs to be tested.
Favoritism and political consideration in
selecting representatives for COPs may
not reduce the capacity gap but can cer-
tainly reduce negotiation power.

Guidelines on the
composition of delegations

Experts predicted that the 2015 Paris
Climate Conference may attract 14,000
participants and may rise up to 28,000
(Neeft 2013). However, a total of 36,276
participants, including media and ob-
server organizations, have attended the
COP21 in Paris — substantially higher
than the earlier prediction. Based on
the aforementioned challenges and as-
sumed detrimental implications, the or-
ganizer, i. e. the UNFCCC may initiate
guidelines on the composition to ensure
a poised group of participants that would
include experts from academia and re-
search, private sector, NGOs and devel-
opment organizations as well as govern-
ment and civil societies from partaking
countries. Unnecessary (or unfruitful)
spending in any form, including at-
tendance in environmental conferences,
need to be conserved.

To do so, a competency-based ques-
tionnaire, incorporating requests related
to the areas of expertise, for instance,
length of experience and level of involve-
ment with climate change and related
activities may be introduced to assure
insertion of apposite experts in the na-
tional delegation. Although several ini-
tiatives are in place, in some cases, in-
judicious resource consumption is hin-

dering achieving the goal of sustainable
development. Smart policies and object-
oriented actions only, involving the state
and non-state actors, will help achieve
this goal.

Acknowledgement

The authors would like to thank Tahia Karim and
Mahreen Mamoon for their valuable comments.

References

Seyfang, G. (2003): Environmental mega-confer-
ences — from Stockholm to Johannesburg and
beyond. In: Global Environmental Change
13/3, pp. 223-228.

Schroeder, L./Lovell, H. (2012): The role of non-
nation-state actors and side events in the
international climate negotiations. In: Climate
Policy 12/1, pp. 23-37.

Neeff, T. (2013): How many will attend Paris?
UNFCCC COP participation patterns 1995—
2015. In: Environmental Science & Policy 31,
pp.157-159.

Schroeder, H./Boykoff, M.T./Spiers, L. (2012):
Equity and state representations in climate
negotiations. In: Nature Climate Change 2,
pp. 834-836.

Amaru, S./Chhetri, N.B. (2013): Climate adap-
tation: Institutional response to environmen-
tal constraints, and the need for increased
flexibility, participation, and integration
of approaches. In: Applied Geography 39,
pp.128-139.

AUTHORS + CONTACT

Syed Mahbubur Rahman is a PhD
Candidate at Asian Institute of
Technology, Thailand and a Lecturer
at the University of Nizwa, Oman.

Dr. Mokbul Morshed Ahmad is an
Associate Professor at the School
of Environment, Resources

and Development, Asian Institute
of Technology, Thailand.

Asian Institute of Technology, P.O.Box 4,
Klong Luang, Pathumthani 12120, Thailand.

E-Mail: rahman_s_m@yahoo.com;
morshed@ait.asia

AKTUELLE BERICHTE

Nachhaltigkeit

Innovationen

Oft sind es findige Mittelstéandler, die
mit Nachhaltigkeitsinnovationen neue
Wege beschreiten. Mit neuen Produkten,
Dienstleistungen und Geschaftsmodellen
setzen sie Impulse fir eine nachhaltige
Unternehmensentwicklung. Gezeigt wird hier,
womit Unternehmen ihr Angebot im Einklang
mit wirtschaftlichen Zielen auch o6kologisch
und sozial nachhaltiger gestalten konnen -
von der Strategiefindung tber produktbeglei-
tende Dienstleistungen bis zur Preispolitik.

H. Petersen, S. Schaltegger; Centre for
Sustainability Management (CSM) (Hrsg.)
Nachhaltige Unternehmensentwicklung
im Mittelstand

Mit Innovationskraft zukunftsfahig
wirtschaften

224 Seiten, broschiert, 29,95 Euro,

ISBN 978-3-86581-776-1

Erhéltlich im Buchhandel oder versandkosten-
frei innerhalb Deutschlands bestellbar unter
www.oekom.de. Auch als E-Book erhaltlich.

I oekom

Die guten Seiten der Zukunft

OkologischesWirtschaften 1.2016 (31)





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (eciRGB v2)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (PSO Uncoated ISO12647 \050ECI\051)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (PSO Uncoated ISO12647 \(ECI\))
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentRGB
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice




